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RUSSIAN-AMERICAN SCIENTIFIC
EXCHANGE REWARDING FOR REAM

IMMEDIATELY

dwyer/cw
3/30/79
dailies + local

by
Maribeth Dwyer
UM Information Services
Dr . Robert Ream of the forestry faculty at the University of Montana returned
from a two-week stay in the Soviet Union full of praise for the warmth and hospitality of the Russians he met but with no desire to trade places with them.
Ream and another American, Dr. David Mech of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
St. Paul, Minn ., went to Russia in February under an exchange program operated under
the U.S.-USSR Environmental Agreement.

Two Russian scientists who visited the United

States under this program spent two days in January looking at Montana winter game
ranges with Ream and other Montana wildlife specialists .
Ream landed in Moscow the n1ght of February 10 and the next morning flew to
Nalchik, situated about 500 miles south of Moscow on the edge of the Caucasus
Mountains.

He was to spend the next nine days viewing game management areas and

nature preserves within a 100-mile radius of Nalchik, the capital of the KabardinoBalkar Republic.
"This is country very like the east side of the Rockies, with wheat farms and
large irrigated apple orchards," Ream said.

"The farm machinery appeared to be

somewhat behind ours, as was much of the technology we saw in Russia."
Ream and his colleagues stayed at the heaoquarters of the Nalchik game management area.

Besides an interpreter and a guide, the party included biologists from

the Kabardino-Balkar Republic and biologists and game managers from the USSR federal
government.

Dr. V.I. Fertikov, who had toured Montana game ranges with Ream the
(more)
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previous month, was along.

Fertikov is deputy chief of Game Management and Nature

Preserves of the USSR Ministry of Agriculture.
The Russians showed the Americans around
preserves in the region.

~arne

management farms and nature

The latter are like our national parks except that no

recreational use is permitted.

On the game farms, however, loqginq and other

activities are allowed if they do not harm the animals.

This is in contrast to

our game management areas, Ream says, where such practices are prohibited.
On the game farms Ream observed European bison, roe deer, elk, and wild boar.
He also saw a number of mountain goats.

The Caucasus mountain goat is not the

same species as the American mountain goat, being brown rather than white and having
horns two to three feet long.
Although Ream•s primary purpose in going to Russia was to study and observe
Russian wildlife, it was the people he met who made the trip memorable.

He found

the villagers of the Kabardino-Balkar Republic curious about the Americans, friendly
and - above all - hospitable.
In one mountain village Ream•s party were the honored guests at a four-hour
feast at the home of a man who worked as a kind of game warden and guard at the
nearby Chegem Preserve.
This village in the Chegem Valley had been inhabited by Greeks 700 to 1,000
years earlier, and vestiges of that time remain in the language and the architecture.
Although the villagers know Russian, they are more at home in a language that seems
related to Greek or Phoenician, Ream said.

Traces of the Greek past are also seen

in stone burial crypts in the area that rise six to eight feet above the ground.
The present inhabitants of the village, which bears a tongue-twisting name,
are members of the Balkari Tribe and followers of the Prophet Muhammad.
At the feast, the piece de resistance was a sheep, slaughtered for the occasion
and roasted outdoors by the host and a few of his comrades.
(more)

The rest of the meal

.

;
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was prepared in the kitchen of the modest but comfortable white stucco house by the
host•s wife and her two sisters.

Perhaps because of the Balkari Muslim heritage,

the women did not join the men at the table.

The number of vodka toasts raised, how-

ever, suggests that the men are somewhat selective in their observance of Islamic
laws.
With the members of Ream•s party and the host and his friends, about 15 were
at the table, with the most important man presiding as

11

head man ...

This hierarchial

seating arrangement was one of many examples of class consciousness Ream saw in
the

11

Classless society ...
At the end of the meal, the sheep•s head was brought to the head man, who

split it down the middle and cut off pieces to pass to each guest, suiting the
piece to the recipient.

Ream was given a piece of the jaw because, as a professor,

he needs a strong jaw to enable him to lecture to his students.
The head man on this occasion was the party•s guide, Hussein Zalikhanov, a
63-year-old Balkari who had been awarded the Medal of Lenin for his prowess as a
mountain climber and guide.

This is the highest honor the USSR bestows, and its

winners are regarded as national heroes.
Ream was to find out that the heavy fare served at this celebration was the
normal daily diet of the region.

Every meal he had there - mornino, noon, and

evening- consisted of meat (usually cold cuts), cheese, pickled cucumbers, and a
quite tasty sourdough wheat bread.

And always the meals, including breakfast, were

accompanied by quantities of vodka.

When the natives were not eating or drinking,

they were chain-smoking cigarets.
The high-cholesterol diet, prodigious alcoholic intake, and smoking habits of
the villagers in the Caucasus would not seem conducive to longevity; yet, this is
the land of the fabled centenarians.

Ream did not see any extremely old people;

but, reportedly, Hussein•s widowed mother was 95, and his father was said to have
(more)
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climbed Mount Elbrus at the age of 110.
In another valley of the Caucasus Mountains, Ream and his colleagues visited
a resort area that boasted several large hotels and good skiinq facilities but
that somehow lacked the festive air of an American ski resort.
staying there were Muscovites doggedly

enjoyin~

Most of the people

the vacation they had been

assi~ned.

Ream learned that in the Soviet Union every agency or factory has a clinic in
which its employees are given annual medical examinations.

The examination is

followed by a counseling session at which Ivan or Anna is advised where and when
to take the month's vacation every worker receives.

Ream thought he detected a

certain lack of spontaneity in the vacationers' pursuit of fun.
On February 20, Ream's party flew to Moscow to board the night train for
Veronezh.

Upon their arrival in the morninq, they were driven to the Veronezh

Wildlife Preserve, about 200 miles southeast of Moscow.

During the two days they

spent on this large wildlife facility, they helped the resident scientist trap a
wild boar and immobilize two elk that were to be transferred to another area.
On February 22, the Americans 1eft for

~1oscow.

arri vi nq the next day.

They

were put up in the hotel in which all tourists must stay, described by Ream as
"a cavernous place about a block square and 11 or 12 storeys high."
"The members of the hotel staff never smiled," he said.

"The city dwellers

were very different from the warm, friendly villagers of the hinterland.

I

suppose this difference between urban and rural people is not peculiar to Russia."
Ream and Mech went sightseeing and toured the Kremlin the afternoon of their
arrival in Moscow and attended the opera that evening.

Ream was tremendously

impressed by the art treasures of the Kremlin and thrilled by the performance of
the opera at the Bolshoi Theatre.
Vlhile they were in the Kremlin, the Americans were on their own for part of
the time.

Throughout the trip they had been left unattended occasionally, and
(more)

RUSSIAN-AMERICAil EXC!IANGE REHARDING--page 5
except for a general ban on photographing anything from a plane or a train, they
had been allowed to take pictures as they pleased.

The only exception was once

when they were going through a mining town and were told that use of cameras was
prohibited for the next three miles.
On February 24, Ream was on a plane bound for home.
the distance between Moscow and Missoula is 28 hours.
is incalculable.

Measured in flying time,

In other ways, the distance

The UM scientist found the Russian experience professiona lly

rewarding and personally gratifying.

Yet, despite the splendors of the Kremlin

and the genuine friendliness of the scientists and the villagers he met, he
perceived a depressing drabness and sterility in some aspects of the Russian
society.
If you ask Dr. Ream about his trip, he will probably tell you that the Soviet
Union is a nice pla ce to visit but he wouldn't want to live there.
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